House & Pet Sitting Agreement
This is simple template to help hosts and sitters start the house sit with clear expectations.  Please amend it as needed to reflect your concerns and your particular situation.  If you wish to have a more formal document, kindly consult an attorney.
Hosts
Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________
WhatsApp/Cell Phone/s: _______________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________

House Sitters
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________
WhatsApp/Cell Phone/s: _______________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _____________________________________________________________________

1. The House Sit
The hosts are welcoming the house sitters into their home while they are away. In exchange for having a place to stay, the sitters agree to look after the home and pets and to follow the arrangements described here. There is no payment for the house-sitting services.  Hosts are either the owners of the home or have the right to have house sitters for this time period.
2. Dates
Arrival date: ________________________________________   Approx. time: ___________________
Departure date: ____________________________________   Approx. time: ___________________

If travel plans change, everyone agrees to communicate as soon as possible and work together on any necessary changes.
3. The Home
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Areas available to the sitters: _____________________________________________________________________
Private or off-limits areas: ________________________________________________________________________
4. Pets
Following are the pets to be cared for, the type/breed, condition of  their health and age:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Feeding, exercise, medication and special instructions:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What the Sitters Agree to Do
• Look after the pets according to the hosts’ instructions.
• Keep the home reasonably clean, tidy and secure.
• Use the home, appliances and utilities with reasonable care.
• Lock doors and windows and follow agreed security procedures.
• Water plants, handle trash and do other agreed household tasks.
• Tell the hosts promptly about illness, injury, damage or other important concerns.
• Be considerate of neighbors and avoid disruptive behavior.
• Not allow overnight guests without the hosts’ prior agreement.
• Return keys and other access items at the end of the sit.
• Leave the home and pets in “as good or better” condition, ready for the host’s return. This includes washing linens (if requested), removing trash, and returning household items to their original locations.
6. What the Hosts Agree to Do
• Leave the home clean, safe and ready for the sitters’ arrival.
• Provide clear instructions about the pets, home, appliances and security.
• For pets: leave enough food, medication and other essential supplies.
• Advise sitters of the schedule for any employee (e.g.: housekeeper or gardener), whether the sitter needs to be present, and how payment for services is to be handled.
• Provide contacts for trusted local people and service providers as appropriate.
• Tell the sitters about known problems, hazards or special circumstances.

7. Money and Expenses
The sitters are providing their time and care in exchange for accommodation. Neither party expects payment for this exchange.
Sitters are responsible for their transportation expense to come and depart from this house sit.  This agreement confirms that the sitters may confidently arrange for such transportation.  If for any reason the hosts make changes to the schedule indicated in this agreement, should such changes create unavoidable additional transportation expense to the sitters, hosts will reimburse sitters for such expense.

The hosts pay for pet food, medication, veterinary care and other pet-related expenses. If an unexpected expense is necessary, the sitters will try to contact the hosts first. If immediate action is needed and the hosts cannot be reached, the sitters may use reasonable judgment to protect the pet or property and should keep receipts for reimbursement.
Sitters are responsible for their own food and “consumables” such as paper products.  Hosts offer the following food, drink or consumables to sitters (at their option): ____________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
8. If Something Goes Wrong
If a pet becomes ill or injured, or there is an emergency involving the home, the sitters will contact the homeowners as soon as reasonably possible. If the homeowners cannot be reached, the sitters may contact the person or professional listed below and take reasonable steps to protect the pet and property.

Veterinarian: ______________________________________  Phone: __________________
Local contact: _____________________________________  Phone: __________________
9. Guests and Privacy
Both sides agree to respect each other’s privacy and belongings. The homeowners will identify private or off-limits areas before the sit begins.

Any security cameras or recording devices in or outside the home will be disclosed to the sitters and may not be placed in private areas such as bedrooms or bathrooms.
10. Damage and Insurance
Normal wear and tear and pre-existing problems are not the sitters’ responsibility. The sitters agree to take reasonable care of the home and pets and to let the homeowners know promptly about accidental damage or other problems. Damage caused intentionally or through unreasonable behavior is the responsibility of the person who caused it.

11. Ending the Sit Early
If an emergency or urgent circumstance arises requiring either party to end the arrangement early, they agree to communicate promptly and, where possible, give reasonable notice so alternative arrangements can be made.  If there is an immediate safety concern, serious breach of this agreement or emergency, either party may need to end the arrangement immediately.
12. Final Check
Before the sit begins, both parties should make sure they have exchanged emergency contacts, pet-care instructions, arrival and departure details, and any other information needed for a successful sit.
13. Agreement
By signing below, both parties confirm that they have discussed the arrangements and agree to the expectations described here. Any important changes should be agreed between the parties in writing.

Signatures
Homeowner: _____________________________________  Date: ______________
Homeowner: _____________________________________  Date: ______________

House Sitter:  _____________________________________  Date: ______________
House Sitter:  _____________________________________  Date: ______________
