Sample House Sitting Agreement

Date of signing agreement
Term of the agreement


Homeowner




House sitter(s) 



Pet(s)


Agreement

The homeowner and the house sitter should have their own copy of this agreement, and every party involved should sign it.  

The homeowner authorizes the house sitter to occupy the property rent-free during the term of the agreement, as long as the conditions of this agreement are preserved.  

The house sitter agrees not to sublet the property or to permit any person(s) or pet(s), other than the listed in this agreement, to occupy the premises. This agreement does not constitute a lease, and the parties agree that the house sitter(s) only have the right to occupy the property.  The housesitter(s) have no legal interest in the premises.

The house sitter(s) must vacate the property at the conclusion of the term of this agreement and to leave the property in a similar state of cleanliness and organization as when the house sitters arrived. 

This agreement relates only to house sitting assignments which do not carry a financial gain for either party.

Responsibilities of the homeowner(s)
The homeowner agrees that the property will be vacant, clean and in habitable condition for the house sitter to move in on the agreed date. 

The homeowner agrees to give the house sitter at least __ days notice of any change to the agreed dates of move in date or early termination.

The homeowner will reimburse the sitter at the end of the assignment for any costs incurred for urgent and necessary repairs and for urgent and necessary veterinary care or other services needed by the homeowner’s pets.  The house sitter agrees to inform the homeowner promptly of such expenditures via whatever method (such as email or phone) has been agreed upon, and to present the homeowner with receipts which the homeowner will reimbursement upon their return.  
The homeowner agrees to provide all pet food and equipment for the care of their animals, and to reimburse the housesitter(s) for any such items that are necessarily purchased by them for the care of the animals during the term of the house sit.
The homeowner, or their authorized agent, may enter the property during the term of this agreement in the following circumstances:  In an emergency; if the premised have been abandoned by the house sitter, and at any time with the permission of the house sitter.

The homeowner will provide the house sitter with a set of keys, any necessary alarm codes for the property.
Responsibilities of the house sitter(s)

The house sitter agrees to make every reasonable effort to provide the homeowner’s animals with the care and attention they need, and which the homeowner has requested for them.  

The house sitter agrees not to leave the property prior to the termination of the agreement without permission from the homeowner.  The property must not be left unoccupied for any unreasonable amount of time (specify).

The house sitter agrees to give possession of the property to the homeowner at the conclusion of this agreement in the same condition as it was received or better, and to return all the keys to the property.  

The house sitter agrees not to use the property for any illegal purpose and not to interfere with the peace, comfort or privacy of neighbors.

The house sitter accepts the responsibility of taking care of the home and pets as specified, and the following tasks (such as garden or pool care, garbage removal, bill payment or personal errands on behalf of the homeowner, to be listed and defined). 

Responsibilities to be determined
The parties should agree as to whether the house sitter is to be responsible for the cost of gas, electricity, telephone, television or Internet service during the house sitting period. 

If the homeowner wishes the house sitter to pay for gas and electric, meter readings can be taken per the following form, with costs determined at the end of the assignment.
Gas Meter: 

Beginning of assignment

End of assignment 

Electric Meter:

Beginning of assignment

End of assignment

The homeowner will make their instructions clear as to whether the house sitter has permission to use and/or consume any food or other products during their stay.  These instructions should be made part of their agreement.

Other responsibilities to be determined may include:
Mail collection:  Whether mail is delivered to the home, or the homeowner has a post office box (either at the public Correos or at store-front services such as MailBoxesEtc or iShopMail), the homeowner should include instructions concerning mail handling in this written agreement.

Emergency repairs:  Having a housesitter on site ready to respond to any emergency is an important element of every house sitting agreement.  Events such as a water pipe breaking to an earthquake can realistically happen.  The homeowner should provide the names of emergency contacts including a plumber and handyman.  It should also be agreed as to whether the homeowners leaves cash to handle payment for emergency services (which the homeowner may choose to leave with a trusted friend nearby), or whether the house sitter will pay for needed services and hold the receipt for reimbursement when the homeowner returns.
Property maintenance (inside and out):  In Mexico, in the vast majority of house sitting situations, homeowners have long term Mexican employees who are responsible for these services.  The labor laws in Mexico protect employees from being temporarily furloughed while homeowners are away, so asking house sitters to do those tasks in the place of continuing the regular pay of the Mexican worker is generally not an option.  In any case, the homeowner and the housesitter should agree as to what the work/tasks of the sitter are, and what responsibility (if any) the house sitter must assume in terms of paying Mexican workers.

Signatures:  When completed, fully discussed, with all terms agreed, the homeowner and the house sitter should sign the agreement, date it, and do so in the presence of a third-party witness.
This document is provided to help you organize important information to be shared by homeowners and house sitters and is not intended to provide legal advice.

             /                / 





From               /          / 





To                  /          /





Names





Address 














Email address, cell phone and/or contact information while away














Names





Email address, cell phone and/or other contact information 








List the name and description of each animal covered by this agreement.  Provide instructions as to how each animal is to be taken care of.  


Include medications, planned visits to the vet, grooming requirements, etc. 
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