
Check List for Homeowners

1. Leave a set of keys for your sitter, along with instructions concerning your alarm system, if you have one.
2. Provide the name, phone number and email address of a friend, relative or neighbor to be a local contact person for your house sitter in your absence.   This can be helpful (and reassuring) for both you and your sitter given any one of innumerable circumstances that could come up.  This person should also be given a spare set of keys.
3. Inform your house sitters as to what food (packaged or fresh), cleaning products, or other consumable items you don't want them to use.  Add this to your house sitting agreement.  Include whatever your rules are about the sitter using food in the ‘frig, the freezer or your pantry.  Not making this clear from the outset is one of the most common areas of friction experienced by homeowners upon their return.
4. Are any rooms out of bounds?  If there are, you might add this to your house sitting agreement.
5. Inform your neighbors, friends, relatives, your housing association (if you live in a condo or fraccionamiento), and your landlord (if you are a renter) that you will be away, and inform them of your sitter.  
6. Regarding any household workers (e.g.:  maid, gardener, pool man), make sure they know the house sitter will be in residence.  Payment for their services should be covered in your written agreement with your sitter.
7. Leave a list of emergency service providers who should be called in the event they are needed.  Remember that a broken pipe or an earthquake can happen any time!  Include your plumber, electrician (who, in Mexico, is often a plumber too), and a general handy man on this list.  Either leave an emergency fund to pay for such repairs or make an agreement with your sitter as to reimburse them for such services, and any other instructions.
8. Secure your valuables.  Consider also putting away valued breakables, which you may normally leave on display.
9. If your home is much larger than your house sitter needs, you may want to shut parts of your house off during their stay.
10. Are you providing a car for the house sitter’s use?  If so, familiarize your sitter with it, its proper maintenance, and how to ask for the correct grade of gasoline in Spanish.  Inform your insurance agent that your sitter has use of your car while you are away.  Add a confirmation to your written agreement with your sitter that they will be liable for any costs or damages incurred from their use of the car.  If you are leaving a car, whether or not the sitter may use it in your absence, you should provide instructions as to any care or maintenance it might need (such as starting it up every so often, or washing it if the car is kept outside).
11. Whether remote control devices are for the garage door, the TV or any other thing in your house, familiarize your sitter with their location and use.
12. Leave a schedule for your garbage collection, with instructions for recycling and/or composting in your absence.  How garbage is left for pick up in Mexico differs a great deal from how it may be done in other countries.  Is your system is to keep bagged garbage in a can within the walls of your property, but to lift out the bags and leave them in a certain spot outside for pick up?  Whatever your system is, acquaint your sitter with it.  It’s a common mistake for sitters in Mexico to put garbage cans out (with the bagged garbage inside them), only to find that the cans get picked up too.
13. Are any bills to be paid by the sitters while you’re away, such as utilities?  If so, be sure you’ve made it clear in your written agreement how and where this is to be done.  In case a delivery of propane or bottled water is needed, leave phone numbers as to whom to contact for those services.
14. Leave instructions as to whether mail is to be checked at the local Correos (public post office), MailBoxesEtc, or other such service center, and what to do with whatever mail is received.
15.  Leave information for your sitters as to local businesses, such as restaurants, movies and ATMs.  Include maps, bus information and the phone number of a local taxi driver.
16. Depending on the length of your absence, you may want to empty out some drawers or provide some closet space for your sitter, as well as some space in the kitchen or pantry.
17. Familiarize your sitter with where spare linens are kept, as well as with your washer and dryer and its operation.
18. Do you have an extra Mexican cell phone?  If you do, you might consider lending it to your house sitter, especially if you’ll be out of the country and unable to use it.  Couples sometimes leave one of their phones for the sitter to use.  
19. Leave your house in tip-top shape, and include it in your written agreement that your sitter should have it in the same condition for your return.
20. A thoughtful “extra” is to leave a first meal for your sitters.  As “newbies” in your home and neighborhood, they will appreciate your consideration.
21. [bookmark: _GoBack]If you have animals to be cared for, please see the “Preparing for Pet Sitters” list.
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